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their children the skills and values necessary to succeed in 
the subculture of their social class. Subcultures, you will 
recall, operate at the meso level of the social system. 
Subcultural values such as autonomy, creativity, self-
direction (the ability to make decisions and take initia-
tive), responsibility, curiosity, and consideration of others 
are especially important for middle-class success and are 
part of middle-class subculture (Kohn 1989). If the child 
misbehaves, for example, middle-class parents typically 
analyze the child’s reasons for misbehaving, and punish-
ment is related to these reasons. Sanctions often involve 
instilling guilt and denying privileges.

Working-class parents tend to pass on to children their 
cultural values of respect for authority and conformity to 
rules, lessons that will be useful if the children also have 
blue-collar jobs (Kohn 1989). Immediate punishment with 
no questions asked if a rule is violated functions to prepare 
children for positions in which obedience to rules is 
important to success. They are expected to be neat, clean, 
well-mannered, honest, and obedient students and work-
ers (MacLeod 2008). Socialization experiences for boys 
and girls are also often different, following traditional gen-
der role expectations of the working-class subculture.

Members of each class, as you can see, socialize their 
children to be successful in their social class and to meet 
expectations for adults of that class. Schools, like families, 
participate in this process and socialize children to adapt 
to the settings in which they grow up and are likely to live. 
Children’s social class position on entering school, in turn, 
has an effect on the socialization experiences they have in 
school (Ballantine, Hammack, and Stuber 2017). The 
result is the reproduction of class, as young people are 
socialized into the social class of their parents.

Social class, however, is only one of many influencing 
agents of socialization. As we saw in Black Men and Public 
Space (p. 93), race and ethnicity are very important factors 
in socialization, as is gender. We discuss gender socializa-
tion in more detail in Chapter 9, but note here that race, 
class, and gender act as structural constraints on some 
members of the population, as they receive different mes-
sages about who they are and how they should behave. 
Therefore, it is important to recognize the interplay of 
these variables in people’s lives.

Electronic Media.  Television and computers are impor-
tant informal agents of socialization at the meso level. 
They are intermediate-sized social units—larger than a 
local community but smaller than a nation. They impact 
both nation-states and global agencies at the macro level 
by shaping public attitudes, and they affect family notions 

of what is normal or not normal at the micro level. In 
developed countries, there is scarcely a home without a 
television set, although viewership is dropping due to 
online videos (Luckerson 2014), and over 78% of homes 
have computers and Internet access (New Media Trend 
Watch 2013).

Researchers in the United States have collected nearly 5 
decades of information on how television has become a way 
of life in homes. By the time an average child in the United 
States reaches age 18, he or she will have spent more time 
watching television than doing any other single activity 
besides sleeping. New findings from Great Britain indicate 

This parent passes on a love for the piano to his young son. Because 
of the social class of this father, his son is likely to receive many 
messages about creativity, curiosity, and self-direction.
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